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The Need for Pathway Action Plans

2

• 2,000 NNS established in GB with 10–12 new NNS becoming 
established every year

• 10–15% of NNS established in GB cause significant adverse 
impacts

• Climate change is expected to increase the risk from many 
INNS

Image from: Ryzhkov Sergey, CC Attribution-ShareAlike License, Raccoon Dog - Facts, Diet, Habitat & Pictures on Animalia.bio

https://animalia.bio/index.php/raccoon-dog


The Need for Pathway Action Plans
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• Pathways are the routes and mechanisms of the introduction 
and spread of invasive alien species

• Commitments to develop pathway action plans in domestic 
legislation and GB INNS Strategy

Image from: United 
States Government 
Accountability Office. 
2015. Aquatic invasive 
species, p14

https://www.gao.gov/assets/680/674684.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/680/674684.pdf


Addressing priority pathways
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• Introduction pathway assessment 
undertaken, considering:

• The established NNS in GB since 1950

• Species of special concern

• Six pathways of INNS introduction 
have been prioritised:

• Hull fouling

• Horticulture escapes

• Contaminants of ornamental plants

• Ballast water

• Stowaways on fishing equipment

• Zoo or botanic garden escapes

Image from GBNNSS



Addressing priority pathways
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• PAPs already drafted:
• Boating

• Angling

• Zoos

• Horticulture (covers horticultural 
escapes and contaminants of 
ornamental plants)

• Ballast water*

• Under the Ballast Water 
Management Convention

• PAPs under development:
• Exotic pets

Image from GBNNSS



What’s in a PAP?
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• PAPs are best practice guidance with actions that 
include

• Awareness raising

• Implementing and improving biosecurity measures

• Promoting best practice

• PAPs DO NOT create burdens or prohibitions, or 
change legislation

Image from GBNNSS



Horticulture PAP: Aims and objectives
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INVASIVE PLANTS HORTICULTURAL HITCHHIKERS

Ensure that banned species are not being 
sold/exchanged by all routes including online.

Minimise the risk of contamination of 
horticulture plants and associated horticultural 
products entering GB.

Identify and remove the most invasive plant 
species or varieties from trade.

Ensure there is seamless integration between 
the plant health regime and the pilot NNS 
Inspectorate – including sharing detection 
notifications for non-plant health pests.

Ensure that all invasive or potentially invasive 
plants are correctly labelled using 
accepted/standard species and variety names.

Ensure that importers, nurseries and retailers 
know what to do if stock contaminated with 
invasive species is identified.

Raise awareness of the issue of invasive non-
native plants amongst key target audiences in 
the supply chain including importers, retailers 
and growers.

Raise awareness among gardeners and other 
key target audiences in relation to hitchhikers.

Raise awareness of invasive non-native species 
amongst gardeners, pond and aquarium owners 
in order to minimise the risk of plants getting 
into the wild.



Horticulture PAP: Actions
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Useful links

• Pathway Action Plans

• GB Invasive Non-native Species Strategy 2023-2030
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https://www.nonnativespecies.org/biosecurity/pathway-action-plans/
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/about/gb-strategy/
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