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Design an Invasive Species – Teachers’ Notes

Who is it for? 

7-11 year olds

How long will it take?
The activity is ideal as a 1-hour session.
Learning outcomes: Students will learn what ‘invasive non-native species’ are, where they have come from and what makes them so successful. They will consider the potential negative impacts these species can have on native species and habitats, and will learn simple ways in which we can help to prevent the spread of some of these species. Using what they have learned, the students will then design and describe their own invasive species.
What do you need? 

· Interactive whiteboard or projector

· Computer to connect to whiteboard or projector
· Design an invasive species PowerPoint presentation

· Design an invasive species worksheets
· Pens and pencils
Summary:

Students will learn what is meant by the term ‘invasive non-native species’ and how these species have been introduced. Looking at case studies from the UK, they will consider why these species are so successful and the potential negative impacts they can have on native species and habitats. They will be introduced to the concept of biosecurity, and will learn simple ways in which we can help to prevent the spread of some of these species. 
Using what they have learned about invasive species, the students will then design a new invasive species and will be asked to describe where it is from, how it got here, what makes it so successful, what problems it is causing and how we might be able to stop it spreading.
Preparation guidelines:

1. Read through the instructions to make sure you understand the activity.

2. Download the Invasive species PowerPoint presentation.
3. Print off the ‘Design an Invasive Species’ worksheets (either one per student or one per group, depending on whether you would prefer them to work independently or in groups).

How to run the session:

1. Find out what the students already know about invasive species - this makes a good starting point for further discussion.
2. Introduce the concept of invasive species by working through the PowerPoint classroom presentation. 
3. Introduce the Design an Invasive Species activity, explaining that the students will be asked to imagine and draw a brand new invasive species and describe its features. The last few slides in the presentation give examples for inspiration.
Suggestions for extension activities:
· Return to the biosecurity slide and ask the students to design posters to promote bio-security and encourage people to help prevent the spread of invasive species, focusing on one of the ways in which people can help (e.g. reporting sightings, not releasing unwanted pets, etc.).
