
Species Description 

Key ID Features 

Scientific name: Vespa velutina 
AKA: Yellow-legged Hornet 
Native to: Asia 
Habitat: Nests usually high in trees and man 
made structures, sometimes closer to the ground; 
hunts honey bees, other insects and also feeds on 
fruit and flowers. 
 

Asian Hornet 

Not easily confused with any other species.  Dark brown or black 
velvety body.  Characteristically dark abdomen and yellow tipped 
legs.  Smaller than the native European Hornet.   
 
Introduced to France in 2004 where it has spread rapidly. A number 
of sightings have been recorded in the UK since 2016. High  
possibility of introduction through, for example, soil associated with 
imported plants, cut flowers, fruit, garden items (furniture, plant pots), 
freight containers, in vehicles, or in/on untreated timber.  The  
possibility that it could fly across the Channel has not been ruled out. 
 
A highly aggressive predator of native insects.  Poses a significant 
threat to honey bees and other pollinators. 
 
Do not disturb an active nest.  Members of the public who  
suspect they have found an Asian Hornet should report it with a 
photo using the details provided in the red box at the top of this 
ID sheet. 
 

Legs brown with  
characteristic yellow 
ends 

Entirely dark 
brown or black 
velvety body 

Queens up to 30 mm;  
workers up to 25 mm long 

Report sightings of this species to: 
 

alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk 

Asian hornet “hawking” 
for honey bee prey 

Asian Hornet European Hornet 

Asian Hornet abdomen is almost entirely 
dark except for 4th abdominal segment. 
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Alert!   
Report sightings of this species:  
 

 with the iPhone and Android recording app: Asian Hornet Watch  
 online at: www.nonnativespecies.org/alerts/asianhornet 
 by email: alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk  

Abdomen black / brown , fourth 
segment yellow / orange 
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Asian Hornet / 
Cacynen Asia

Cadwch 
lygad yn 
agored!

Os gwelwch y gacynen hon, rhowch wybod:
• drwy’r ap cofnodi ar gyfer iPhone ac Android: Asian Hornet Watch
• ar-lein drwy fynd i: www.nonnativespecies.org/alerts/asianhornet
• drwy e-bostio: alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk

Disgrifiad o’r gacynen
Enw gwyddonol: Vespa velutina
Enw arall: Cacynen felyngoes
Yn wreiddiol o: Asia
Cynefin: Fel arfer yn nythu’n uchel yn y coed ac mewn 
strwythurau artiffisial, weithiau’n nes i’r ddaear; yn hela’r 
gwenyn mêl, pryfed eraill a hefyd yn bwydo ar ffrwythau a 
blodau.
Yn hawdd ei hadnabod oddi wrth gacwn a gwenyn eraill. Corff 
brown tywyll neu ddu melfedaidd. Abdomen tywyll a choesau gyda 
blaenau melyn fel arfer. Yn llai na’r Gacynen Ewropeaidd frodorol.

Wedi ei chyflwyno i Ffrainc yn 2004 cyn lledaenu’n gyflym iawn. 
Cofnodwyd ei gweld droeon yn y DU ers 2016.  Mae’n eithaf hawdd 
ei chyflwyno mewn pridd wrth fewnforio planhigion er enghraifft, 
mewn blodau a dorrwyd, ffrwythau, eitemau i’r ardd (dodrefn, potiau 
planhigion), cynwysyddion llong, mewn cerbydau neu mewn / ar 
bren heb ei drin. Nid yw’r posibilrwydd y gallai hedfan ar draws y 
Sianel wedi’i ddiystyru’n llwyr.

Yn bryfyn ysglyfaeth hynod ffyrnig gan ymosod ar bryfed brodorol. 
Yn cyflwyno bygythiad sylweddol i wenyn mêl a phryfed peillio eraill.

Peidiwch ag aflonyddu ar nyth byw. Dylai unrhyw aelod o’r 
cyhoedd sy’n amau eu bod wedi gweld Cacynen Asia hysbysu’r 
peth drwy dynnu llun gan ddilyn y manylion yn y blwch coch ar 
ben y daflen ID hon.

Nodweddion adnabod

Corff brown 
tywyll neu ddu 
melfedaidd 
drosto

Cacynen Asia yn 
hofran cyn ymosod ar 
wenyn mêl

Abdomen du / brown, y pedwerydd 
segment yn felyn / oren

Y frenhines yn tyfu hyd at 
30mm; gweithiwr hyd at 25mm

Coesau brown gyda 
blaenau melyn 
amlwg

Cacynen Asia

Mae abdomen y Gacynen Asia’n dywyll bron i 
gyd heblaw am y pedwerydd segment. 

Cacynen Ewropeaidd



Similar Species 

Active April-November (peak August/September).  Mated queens over winter singly or in groups, in various natural and 
man-made harbourages – underneath tree bark in cavities left by beetle larvae, in soil, on ceramic plant pots – potentially 
any small, well-insulated refuge. Makes very large nests in tall trees in urban and rural areas, but avoids pure stands of 
conifers.  Will use man made structures (garages, sheds etc.) as nesting sites.   

Field Signs 

Asian hornet (Vespa velutina) for comparison 
 Queen up to 30mm long, worker up to 25mm long 
 Legs yellow at the ends 
 Dark brown / black abdomen with a yellow /  

orange band on 4th segment 
 Head dark from above, orange from front 
 Dark coloured antennae 
 Entirely black velvety thorax 
 Never active at night 

European hornet (Vespa crabro) 
 Queen up to 35mm long, worker up to 30mm long 
 Legs brown at the ends 
 Yellow abdomen marked with brown on the upper 

part, not banded 
 Head yellow from above, yellow from front 
 Yellow antennae 
 Thorax black with extensive brown markings 
 May be active at night 

Giant woodwasp (Urocerus gigas) 
 Larger than Asian hornet, female up to 45mm 

long 
 Legs yellow 
 Distinctive yellow and black banded abdomen 
 Long cylindrical body unlike Asian hornet which 

has an obvious waist 
 Long yellow antennae 
 Female has an obvious long sting-like  

appendage (ovipositor) which it uses to lay eggs 
in trees 

 

Hornet mimic hoverfly (Volucella zonaria) 
 Abdomen has more yellow stripes than Asian hornet 
 Legs darker than Asian hornets 
 Only one pair of wings (hornets and wasps have  

two pairs) 
 Large, globular eyes 

Median wasp (Dolichovespula media) 
 More extensive yellow and orange  

colouration on abdominal segments than Asian 
hornet 

 Yellow markings on thorax unlike Asian hornet 
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For more information visit:  
 

www.nonnativespecies.org 

www.nationalbeeunit.com 
 

Alert!   
Report sightings of this species:  
 

 with the iPhone and Android recording app: Asian Hornet Watch  
 online at: www.nonnativespecies.org/alerts/asianhornet 
 by email: alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk  
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Mia Tonge, National Bee Unit 
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Cacynen Asia (Vespa velutina) i bwrpas cymhariaeth

• Y frenhines yn tyfu hyd at 30mm; gweithiwr hyd at 25mm
• Blaenau’r coesau’n felyn
• �Abdomen brown tywyll neu ddu a’r pedwerydd segment neu 

fand yn felyn / oren
• Pen tywyll o edrych i lawr arno, oren o’r blaen
• Antenae lliw tywyll
• Thoracs du melfedaidd drosto
• Byth o gwmpas wedi nos

Cacynen Ewropeaidd (Vespa crabro)

• Y frenhines yn tyfu hyd at 35mm; gweithiwr hyd at 30mm
• Blaenau’r coesau’n frown
• �Abdomen melyn gyda marciau brown ar yr ochr uchaf, 

dim bandiau
• Pen melyn o edrych i lawr arno, melyn o’r blaen
• Antenae melyn
• Thoracs du gyda chryn dipyn o farciau brown 
• Gallai fod o gwmpas wedi nos

Cacynen anferth y coed (Urocerus gigas)

• Yn fwy na chacynen Asia, y fenyw’n tyfu hyd at 45mm
• Coesau melyn
• Abdomen gyda bandiau melyn a du amlwg
• �Corff silindrog hir yn wahanol i gacynen Asia, sydd â 

chanol amlwg
• Antenae melyn hir
• �Y fenyw gydag atodyn hir amlwg tebyg i golyn brathu, a 

ddefnyddir i ddodwy wyau mewn coed

Gwenynen hofran ddu (Volucella zonaria)

• Abdomen gyda mwy o stribedi melyn na chacynen Asia
• Coesau mwy tywyll na chacynen Asia
• �Dim ond un pâr o adenydd (mae gan wenyn meirch  

duon a melyn ddau bâr)
• Llygaid mawr crwn

Gwenynen gymdeithasol (Dolichovespula media)

• �Mwy o liw melyn ac oren ar fandiau’r abdomen na 
chacynen Asia

• Marciau melyn ar y thoracs yn wahanol i gacynen Asia

Arwyddion Maes
O gwmpas Ebrill – Tachwedd (yn enwedig Awst / Medi). Ar ôl paru, mae’r frenhines yn gaeafu ar ei phen ei hun neu 
mewn grwpiau, mewn cynefinoedd naturiol neu artiffisial – dan risgl coed mewn tyllau wedi eu gadael gan gynrhon 
chwilod, mewn pridd, ar botiau planhigion seramig - yn wir unrhyw lochesi bychain, clyd. Yn gwneud nythod mawr iawn 
mewn coed tal yn y wlad neu’r dref, ond yn osgoi llecynnau o goed conwydd yn unig. Hefyd yn defnyddio strwythurau 
artiffisial (modurdai, siediau ac ati) i nythu ynddynt.
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Rhywogaethau tebyg

Am fwy o wybodaeth ewch i: Cadwch 
lygad yn 
agored!

Os gwelwch y gacynen hon, rhowch wybod:
• drwy’r ap cofnodi ar gyfer iPhone ac Android: Asian Hornet Watch
• ar-lein drwy fynd i: www.nonnativespecies.org/alerts/asianhornet
• drwy e-bostio: alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk


